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Jerry Bennett, 10:47 AM 12/26/95, Geiger marriage question 


X-POP3-Rcpt: jimstein@oshl 
Return-Path: GTBENNE@NERVM.NERDC.UFL.EDU 


Date: Tue, 26 Dec 95 10:47:55 EST 
From: Jerry Bennett <GTBENNE@NERVM.NERDC.UFL.EDU> 
Subject: Geiger marriage question 


To: nn105474@dasher.csd.sc.edu 


All: 


Asking for some help in determining marriage lines. I've been able 
to track, fairly well, the males in this family, but have been 
unable to ascertain spouses and spouses' families. So, my basic 
question is this: 


Does anyone have a record of any marriage 
with a "Geiger" between 1730 and 1830? 


(I've also seen "Geiger" spelled as "Kegar".) 


Abraham Geiger (b. 1687) was married to Catherina Schelling - 
in Switzerland. He came over with his son, Ulrich, in 1737, and 
they moved into the Orangeburg area. 


Ulrich was born in 1730, so was 7 at the time he came to S.C. 

I'm assuming that he was unmarried at the time he arrived! :=) 
So he must have married after the family was in Orangeburg. I've 
seen some references to a spouse named "Apolina", but have no 
verification of that name, so it's only a possiblity. So, my 
first question is, Whom did Ulrich marry? 


Ulrich's son was also named Abraham, and he was born in 1765. I 
have also seen the name "Mercy" as a spouse of Abraham. Again, I 
have no information whatsoever about this spouse. So, second 
question is, Whom did Abraham marry? 


The third in the line was Asa Geiger. He was born in 1799, so 
would not have married before 1820, more or less. By 1820, the 
family Ulrich and Asa had moved south into northern Georgia, so it 
is less likely that there would be Orangeburg information about 
him. The only information I have about his spouse, also 
unverified, is that she might have been named "Nancy." 


If anyone has a spare female running around between 1737 and 1800 
who might fit those names and who might have married one of these 
Geigers, I'd sure appreciate knowing about her! I'd like to begin 
to develop those lines, but have no earthly idea where even to 
start. 
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Many thanks ----- 


Jerry Bennett (gtbenne@nervm.nerdc.ufl.edu) 
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X-POP3-Rcept: jimstein@oshl 

Return-Path: aal00176@dasher.csd.sc.edu 

Date: Fri, 17 Nov 1995 13:00:51 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Gene Jeffries, 30 Eastgrove Ct., Columbia, SC 29212" 
<aal00176@dasher.csd.sc.edu> 

X-Sender: aal00176@dasher.csd.sc.edu 

To: nnl105474@dasher.csd.sc.edu 

Cc: gtbenne@nervm.nerdc.ufl.edu 

Subject: OGSGS LIST (fwd) 


Jerry, 


Welcome to The List. You should receive two copies of this first 


message. 


Only one in the future. I assume you have the book "Geigers of South 


Carolina" by Percy L. Geiger and have read "What Happened to Abraham 


Geiger" 

in the Lexington Genealogical Exchange Vol. II, Bk.II, Fall 1982. 
Gene 

SSSSsesse= Forwarded message ---------- 

Date: Fri, 17 Nov 95 10:30:06 EST 

From: Jerry Bennett <GTBENNE@nervm.nerdc.ufl.edu> 

To: Gene <aal00176@dasher.csd.sc.edu> 

Subject: OGSGS LIST 


Mr. Jeffries: 


I have just learned of the list discussing the families of 
Orangeburg, SC, and that you are one of the moving forces behind 
the list. I was delighted to get this information, because my 
genealogical research has led me to Orangeburg, and to some 
interesting insight on my ancestors. 


Anyway, I have sent the message to nn105474@dasher.csd.sc.edu 
with the request to subscribe. I understand that is the way 

to subscribe to the list. Hope it works. I was also advised to 
drop a note to you directly at the time I subscribed, because you 
are most interested in getting information from descendants of 
Orangeburg families, so here it is! 


My great-grandmother was Amanda Geiger. As we go up the Geiger 
line, we find that Abraham Geiger emigrated from Berneck 
(actually Hassloch), a small town in St. Gallen Canton, 
Switzerland. The information I have showed that the Geigers 
arrived in Charleston in February 1737. Although they were 
originally scheduled to go to New Windsor, they changed direction 
and ended up in Orangeburg. Around 1660-1670, they moved down to 
Georgia, living in the area settled by the Salzburger immigrants. 
(For a long time, this had led me to believe that they were part 
of the Salzburger group -- a misconception that had been quite 
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frustrating, because I could find no references to them in any of 
the Salzburger records.) There is some indication that their 
departure from South Carolina was in some way connected to the 
Weber heresy, in which one individual named Geiger was involved. 
Whether this involved all of them or not, I have not yet 
discovered. 


So, the line is: 
Abraham (Hassloch) m. Elsbetha Fenck 


| 
Hans b. 1654, m. Anna Feer 


| 
Abraham b. 1687, m. Catharina Schelling (the immigrant) 


Ulrich b. 1730, m. Appolina ? (also an immigrant, later moved to 
Ga.) 


Abraham b. 1765, m. Mercy ? 


Asa b. 1799, m. Nancy ? 


Amanda b. 1835, m. William Calvin Bennett in Georgia; 
| moved to Daytona Beach, FL 
| 

John Calvin b. 1855, m. Martha Wingate 

Luther Calvin b. 1896, m. Cecilia Savel 


| 
Gerald Thomas b. 1937, (me) m. Dorothy Schlitt 


I look forward to sharing information with those on the 
Orangeburg list, and to learning a great deal about my ancestors 
and their arrival in the U.S. 


Thanks for all your efforts in setting up and organizing this 
Last. 


Jerry Bennett ( gtbenne@nervm.nerdc.ufl.edu ) 
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stare sea. APE !°, (is 
Historian discredited 
Geiger’s ride to fame 


u!’m a fan of historical triv- 
ia, especially when it has to 
do with the American Revo- 


lution; therefore, I was par- - = 
ticularly. intrigued by Paula & g 
Oxner’s account of her hus- , 
band’s ancestor, Emily Gei- S BP 


ger, having been designat- 
ed as the woman on the 
obverse of the South Caro- 
lina seal (Talk About Town, 
Feb. 23). 

Actually, the design is 
attributed to Arthur Mid- 
dleton (1776) and repre- 
sents Hope (‘‘Spes”) over- 
coming Danger. The laurel 
branch she holds symbol- 
izes Col. William Moultrie’s 
victory over the British 
forces (June 28, 1776). 

The late A.S. Salley, for- 
mer director of the S.C: 
Historical Commission,’ 
commented on Emily Gei- 
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Historical and ‘Genealogi- 
cal Magazine (Vol. II; pp. 
‘|90-91). He cited the 
Greene-Sumter correspon- 
dence during the South 
Carolina campaign of 1781 
and concluded that those 
letters, with others, “com- 
pletely refute the tradition- 
al story of Emily Geiger’s 
ride from Greene’s camp in 
the forks of the Enoree and 
Broad rivers to Sumter’s 
camp on the Wateree as 
told in Mrs. Ellet’s Women 
in the Revolution, in Loss- 
“/ing’s Field Book of the Rev- 
olution, in Chapman’s An- 
nals of Newberry District 
and in Chapman’s school 
History of South Carolina. 
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GEIGER MARKER TO BE DEDICATED; 


STORY OF HISTORIC FAMILY RECALLED 
(From the State Newspaper — April 13, 1958) 


By Mrs. L. M. Can 


A granite marker to Herman Geiger, a pioneer citizen of the Congaree area, is to be 
dedicated at 3:30 p.m. May 11, at the Geiger, (formerly Tyler Field Cemetery). 


_ This historic spot is near the line between Calhoun and Lexington counties, on the Cal- 
houn side, a quarter of a mile west of U. S. Highway 176 on a county road halfway be- 
tween Geiger’s store and the county line. 

The marker will bear this record taken from the Zurich Swiizerian’, State Archives: 

“Under the Village of Wydnau Family No. 15, is entered: The following moved to Carolina in 
Sept., 1736. Hans Jacob Gyger, former Cantonal Governor, born July, 1679, “Whom one could not 
sufficiently honor’ (GSY 
Margareta Feerin, his wife, born 1664; 

Children:—Catherina, born 15 November, 1711 
Hans Heinrich, born 12 August, 1718 
Maria Barbara, born 24 February, 1715 
Hans Jacob, born 24 April, 1718 
Margareta, born 24 April, 1724 
Married son; Herman Geiger, born 18 December, 1707, married 26 February, 1734, Elizabeth Hablu- 
_ zel, born 25 December, 1711. 
Children: Catherina, born 1734, Hans Conrad, born 17386.” 

The Geiger’s (Gygers) arrived in Charleston, February 1, 1737, and settled in the Con- 
garees. Herman Geiger became an Indian Trader, and gave assistance when needed to the 
governor of the colony in meetings with the Indians. 

He died in 1751, just how and where is not known. His trade with the Indians over wild 
country, carried him through many perilous adventures as did the trading of other pioneers. 


The history of this little cemetery is best told by Mrs. W. W. Hawes (Daisy Geiger) to 
whose parents and descendants the cémetery was deeded in 1917. 


Tyler Field Cemetery (Since Changed to Geiger Cemetery) 

“This little cemetery is in three adjoining enclosures. The oldest is of brick. It vontains 
the graves of John Geiger (a soldier of the American Revolution) and his wife, Ann Murph. 
Also two Baughman children and some other graves that are not marked. 

“The next section is an iron fence. It contains the graves of Abraham Geiger and his 
wife, Dorothy Kinsler, Henry Jacob Geiger, and two of his children, Harriet and George. The 
third enclosure is a wire fence which was put up by my mother, Texas M. Geiger, and con- 
tains the graves of John Abraham Geiger and two infants. Numerous family connections 
are known to be buried here but all of the graves that’ are marked are of the Geiger 
name, save two. In some instances, a sink in the ground is the only evidence, a few have the 
little wooden markers. 

“The two referred to are of Dr. J. L. Reid, born February 1, 1828, died July 31, 1857; Emily 
J, wife of Dr. J. L. Reid and daughter of William and Epps Threewits Geiger, born Septem- 
ber 13, 1836, died January 16, 1894. 
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